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Gimnaziul “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” Tg.Mures

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH REALITY                                                           
Concurs de limba engleza

17 ianuarie 2009

CLASA a VIII-a                                                                                

3-4 ore /săptămână

Look-alike

If you’re out shopping one day and think you see David Beckham, the English footballer, you should look again before you get too excited. It might not be David Beckham – it could be Mark Lloyd.

Mark, who is employed as an assistant in an electrical shop, looks very similar to the famous football star. ‘People are amazed when they come into the shop,’ he said. ‘Some of them really think it’s David Beckham who is selling them their washing machine!’ He is often stopped in the street by fans who ask him for his autograph, and he is used to people looking at him and waving to him when he goes out.

‘The similarity wasn’t obvious when Beckham got his head shaved or when he had short spiky hair. My boss wouldn’t have been too pleased if I had had my hair cut like that,’ Mark said. ‘But these days I can see we do look alike.’ Mark has the footballer’s blond good looks and the same smile. He is almost as fit and well-built as Beckham because he loves adventure sports. ‘I compete in the national windsurfing competitions, and you have to be very fit for that,’ he said.

We asked if there were any advantages in having a famous face. Mark told us that he had been offered money to appear as a Beckham look-alike at public events and in TV advertisements. ‘I might accept one of these jobs some day,’ he said. ‘It could be fun, and I would probably earn quite a lot of money. But if they wanted me to play football, I would have to turn the job down – I’ll never be able to kick the ball like David Beckham!’

1. Read the text and decide whether the sentences are true (T) or false (F).
	No
	Statement
	T / F

	1
	Mark was always mistaken for David Beckham.
	

	2
	David Beckham loves adventure sports.
	

	3
	Mark could make much money if he appeared on TV.
	

	4
	Mark is blond, well-built, good-looking and fit.
	

	5
	Mark Lloyd is an electrician.
	


(5 x 2p)

2. Use one of these link words to join the two parts of the sentence. You may use them more than once. 

                     but                          although                   to                          so                  because

1.They lit a fire _______________ make a smoke signal.

2. The men in the boat did not see them _______________ they waved.

3. They caught a lot of fish, _______________ they weren’t experienced fishermen.

4. They got very thin _______________ they didn’t have enough to eat.

5. The raft was very small _______________ they couldn’t lie down.

6. Maurice told jokes _______________ make Marilyn laugh.

7. She was crying _______________ she didn’t want Maurice to see her tears.

8. Mrs Smith was a good teacher _______________ the students learnt a lot about cooking.

9. They talked about food _______________ they were bored and hungry.

10. It was May’s birthday, _______________ Ray wanted to give her a present.

(10 x 2p)

3. Choose the correct alternative.

Hi Paul!

How are you? A lot has happened since I last wrote. The good news is that I’ve passed all my exams, and (1 I’ll start / I’m starting) university in September. (2 I’m going to study / I’ll study) French and Portuguese at Middlesex University in London, so (3 I’ll be able to / I’m being able to) work abroad afterwards.

I’ve also got a new boyfriend called Matthew. He’s a year older than me and he’s really nice. Next week (4 we’ll go / we’re going) to a Madonna concert in Manchester. Matthew queued for six hours for the tickets!

Unfortunately (5 I’m not seeing / I won’t see) Matthew very often after I start university. (6 I’ll probably find / I’m probably finding) a flat in London, and (7 he’ll definitely stay / he’s definitely going to stay) in Manchester. But (8 we’re seeing / we’ll see) each other at weekends.

(9 Are you coming / Will you come) and visit me in London? I (10  hope / am hoping) so.

Love,

Clare

(10 x 1p)

4. Complete the text. Use the past perfect simple or the past simple.

It (1 be) ________ 9 p.m. and the sun (2 already / set) ________ when Clara finally (3 find) ________ the cave. She was late, but luckily David (4 not arrive) ________ yet.

Clara (5 feel) ________ really excited, and rather nervous, too. Since her parents (6 told) ________ her that she couldn’t see a boy who (7 be) ________ ten years older, she and David had been e-mailing each other in secret. But they (8 not see) ________ each other for over two months now. She thought back to that morning. David (9 phone) ________ while her parents were out, and told her about the cave. All day, she (10 not be able to) ________ think about anything else. But where (11 be) ________ he now, she wondered. 

A few minutes later she (12 look) ________ at her watch. It (13 already / be) ________ 9.30 p.m. and David (14 still / not arrive) ________ . Suddenly she (15 hear) ________ footsteps behind her. ‘Aha! I knew you’d come!’ said a strange voice.

(15 x 1p)

5. Complete the article. Use the present or past passive form of the verbs.

Stunts
Nowadays, action films are getting more and more spectacular. Many special effects (1 add) ____________ to make the action more realistic. It’s impossible to control the weather during filming. As a result, weather effects (2 often / create) _________________ for the film. For example, the winter scenes in Young Sherlock Holmes (3 not film) _________________ in winter, but in the middle of summer. The snow (4 make) _________________ from polystyrene!

Car chases, high-speed crashes, or falls from high buildings  (5 not play) _____________ by the stars themselves – they (6 do) ___________ by stuntmen. In Volcano, several stuntmen (7 set) ______________ on fire. However, the actors (8 protect) _________________ by several layers of special clothing, so nobody (9 injure) ___________________ . 

These days stunts (10 no longer / need) ________________ in many movies. Most effects are generated by computer, so action films are becoming safer, cheaper and easier to make.

(10 x 1p)

6. Complete the sentences. Use the first or second conditional.

1
Your mum will be angry if you (not tidy) ____________ your room.

2
If you break a mirror, you (have) ____________ seven years’ bad luck.

3
If he (not play) ____________ computer games all the time, he wouldn’t get so many headaches.

4
If you get time, (you / send) ____________ me an email?

5
Where would you go if you (can) ____________ go anywhere in the world?

(5 x 1p)

7. Choose the correct alternative.

a. The man (whose / who) sold me the car was very friendly.

b. This is a book (which / where) I’ve always wanted to read.

c. That’s the club (who / where) I first met Bill.

d. Jane is the girl (that / whose) teachers always help her.

e. There are a few people (whose / who) don’t use mobile phones.

f. The Day After Tomorrow is the film (who / that) I saw yesterday.

g. Elvis is the artist (who / what) has had the most UK number 1 hits.

h. Tennis is the sport (that / who) I find the hardest to play.

i. The dress (that / who) I want is the most expensive in the shop.

j. The boy (whose / who) is over there works in the supermarket on Saturdays.

(10 x 1p)

8. Read the descriptions. Match the people and  job adverts.

1. Paul is hard-working and quite bossy. He’d like a job with responsibility.   __

2. Tina is practical and reliable. She prefers to work outside and is quite fit.   __

3. Rob is friendly and cheerful. He likes working with children.   __

4. Phil is patient and sympathetic. He’s a very good listener.   __

5. Sue is outgoing and likes organising events. She enjoys meeting people.   __

Wanted …

	a
Dog minder for walks and general animal care. 
Tel. 05 467 543.


	B
Part-time tour guide. Write to: Sunny Travel, 
63 Boat Street, Oxford.


	C
Assistant manager at All Sports sportswear shop.    

     Need to work long hours. Tel. 0987 6547.


	D
Father Christmas at Selfridges Department Store.    

     December period only. Contact: Amanda Smith at 
     Selfridges, Oxford Street, London.


	E
Volunteers for Student Helpline. Interested? 
Please 
     contact us on 0978 564 785.


(5 x 2p)

Toate subiectele sunt obligatorii.

Se acordă 10 puncte din oficiu.
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